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Much attention has been devoted in recent years to Christian asceticism in Late Antiquity. But Christianity
did not introduce asceticism to the ancient world. An underlying theme of this fascinating study of pagan
asceticism is that much of the work on Christian "holy men" has ignored earlier manifestations of asceticism
in Antiquity and the way Roman society confronted it. Accordingly, James Francis turns to the second
century, the "balmy late afternoon of Rome's classical empire," when the conflict between asceticism and
authority reached a turning point.

Francis begins with the emperor Marcus Aurelius (121–180), who warned in his Meditations against
"display[ing] oneself as a man keen to impress others with a reputation for asceticism or beneficence." The
Stoic Aurelius saw ascetic self-discipline as a virtue, but one to be exercised in moderation. Like other
Roman aristocrats of his day, he perceived practitioners of ostentatious physical asceticism as a threat to
prevailing norms and the established order. Prophecy, sorcery, miracle working, charismatic leadership,
expressions of social discontent, and advocacy of alternative values regarding wealth, property, marriage,
and sexuality were the issues provoking the controversy.

If Aurelius defined the acceptable limits of ascetical practice, then the poet Lucian depicted the threat
ascetics were perceived to pose to the social status quo through his biting satire. In an eye-opening analysis
of Philostratus's Life of Apollonius of Tyana, Francis shows how Roman society reined in its deviant ascetics
by "rehabilitating" them into pillars of traditional values. Celsus's True Doctrine shows how the views
pagans held of their own ascetics influenced their negative view of Christianity. Finally, Francis points out
striking parallels between the conflict over pagan asceticism and its Christian counterpart. By treating pagan
asceticism seriously in its own right, Francis establishes the context necessary for understanding the great
flowering of asceticism in Late Antiquity
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Cannon:

Here thing why that Subversive Virtue: Asceticism and Authority in the Second-Century Pagan World are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content
of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Subversive Virtue: Asceticism and Authority in the
Second-Century Pagan World giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no publication that similar with Subversive Virtue: Asceticism and
Authority in the Second-Century Pagan World. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes
about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing
the published book maybe the form of Subversive Virtue: Asceticism and Authority in the Second-Century
Pagan World in e-book can be your alternative.

Jill Barks:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Subversive Virtue: Asceticism and Authority in the Second-Century Pagan World your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The Subversive Virtue: Asceticism and Authority in the
Second-Century Pagan World giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Jessica Wilson:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From the book
Subversive Virtue: Asceticism and Authority in the Second-Century Pagan World we can acquire more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the
best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book
Subversive Virtue: Asceticism and Authority in the Second-Century Pagan World. You can more attractive
than now.

Curtis Hernandez:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from the
book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. With this



modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Subversive Virtue: Asceticism and Authority in the Second-Century Pagan World when you
essential it?
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