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Contrary to popular perception, slavery persisted in the North well into the nineteenth century. This was
especially the case in New Jersey, the last northern state to pass an abolition statute, in 1804. Because of the
nature of the law, which freed children born to enslaved mothers only after they had served their mother's
master for more than two decades, slavery continued in New Jersey through the Civil War. Passage of the
Thirteenth Amendment in 1865 finally destroyed its last vestiges.

The Ragged Road to Abolition chronicles the experiences of slaves and free blacks, as well as abolitionists
and slaveholders, during slavery's slow northern death. Abolition in New Jersey during the American
Revolution was a contested battle, in which constant economic devastation and fears of freed blacks
overrunning the state government limited their ability to gain freedom. New Jersey's gradual abolition law
kept at least a quarter of the state's black population in some degree of bondage until the 1830s. The
sustained presence of slavery limited African American community formation and forced Jersey blacks to
structure their households around multiple gradations of freedom while allowing New Jersey slaveholders to
participate in the interstate slave trade until the 1850s. Slavery's persistence dulled white understanding of
the meaning of black freedom and helped whites to associate "black" with "slave," enabling the further
marginalization of New Jersey's growing free black population.

By demonstrating how deeply slavery influenced the political, economic, and social life of blacks and whites
in New Jersey, this illuminating study shatters the perceived easy dichotomies between North and South or
free states and slave states at the onset of the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Wilson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time
to take a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled The Ragged Road
to Abolition: Slavery and Freedom in New Jersey, 1775-1865? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Stephen Rael:

The book The Ragged Road to Abolition: Slavery and Freedom in New Jersey, 1775-1865 has a lot of
information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written
by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Melvin Schroeder:

The Ragged Road to Abolition: Slavery and Freedom in New Jersey, 1775-1865 can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing The Ragged Road to Abolition: Slavery and Freedom in New Jersey, 1775-1865 however doesn't
forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you
can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
pondering.

Lorraine Bryant:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this The Ragged Road to Abolition: Slavery and Freedom in New Jersey, 1775-1865 can make
you experience more interested to read.
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