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In Tough Love Kathryn Schwarz takes up a range of literary, historical, and theoretical texts in order to
examine the relationship between Amazon myth and the social conventions that governed gender and
sexuality during the early modern period. Imagined as embodiments of female masculinity, amazonian
figures stimulated both homoerotic and heteroerotic response, and Schwarz shows that their appearance in
narratives disrupted assumptions concerning identity, gender, domesticity, and desire.
Despite seeming to function as signs for what is outside the social—the alien, the exotic, the
other—Amazons in sixteenth- and seventeenth-century texts were often represented in conventionally
domestic roles, as mothers and lovers, wives and queens, Schwarz demonstrates. She traces this pattern in
works by Shakespeare, Spenser, Sidney, Raleigh, and Jonson, as well as in such materials as conduct
manuals, explorers’ accounts, court spectacles, and political tracts. Through readings of these texts, Schwarz
shows that the Amazon myth provided a language both for setting forth and for challenging the terms of
social logic. In representations of Amazon encounters, she argues, homosocial bonds became
indistinguishable from heterosexual desires, masculine agency attached itself as logically to women as it did
to men, and sexual difference was made nearly impossible to sustain or define. Schwarz’s analysis unveils
the Amazon as a theoretical term, one that illuminates the tensions and paradoxes through which ideologies
of the domestic take shape.
Tough Love contributes to the ongoing discussion of gendered identity and sexual desire in the early modern
period. It will interest students of queer theory, cultural studies, early modern history, feminism, and
literature.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Dean:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Tough Love: Amazon Encounters in the English
Renaissance (Series Q). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important a book Tough Love: Amazon Encounters in the English Renaissance (Series Q). You
can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or
perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's study.

Shea Cross:

The book Tough Love: Amazon Encounters in the English Renaissance (Series Q) give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a
book Tough Love: Amazon Encounters in the English Renaissance (Series Q) to become your habit, you can
get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects.
You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a guide Tough Love: Amazon Encounters in
the English Renaissance (Series Q). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia
or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Dwight Bailey:

Here thing why this kind of Tough Love: Amazon Encounters in the English Renaissance (Series Q) are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of
the usb ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Tough Love: Amazon Encounters in the English
Renaissance (Series Q) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication
out there but there is no reserve that similar with Tough Love: Amazon Encounters in the English
Renaissance (Series Q). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing
that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Tough Love: Amazon Encounters in the
English Renaissance (Series Q) in e-book can be your alternate.

John Cotton:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Tough Love: Amazon
Encounters in the English Renaissance (Series Q) is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in
the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can



buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone.
So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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