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How did the United States become the world's largest consumer of energy? David Nye shows that this is less
a question about the development of technology than it is a question about the development of culture. In
Consuming Power, Nye uses energy as a touchstone to examine the lives of ordinary people engaged in
normal activities. He looks at how these activities changed as new energy systems were constructed, from
colonial times to recent years. He also shows how, as Americans incorporated new machines and processes
into their lives, they became ensnared in power systems that were not easily changed: they made choices
about the conduct of their lives, and those choices accumulated to produce a consuming culture. Nye
examines a sequence of large systems that acquired and then lost technological momentum over the course
of American history, including water power, steam power, electricity, the internal-combustion engine, atomic
power, and computerization. He shows how each system became part of a larger set of social constructions
through its links to the home, the factory, and the city. The result is a social history of America as seen
through the lens of energy consumption.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Hayes:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Consuming Power: A Social History of
American Energies (MIT Press) will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make
you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of
best book or ideal book with you?

Sarah Ford:

The book Consuming Power: A Social History of American Energies (MIT Press) can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing
like a book Consuming Power: A Social History of American Energies (MIT Press)? Some of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may
give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Consuming Power: A Social History of American
Energies (MIT Press) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can seem the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Emma Englund:

The particular book Consuming Power: A Social History of American Energies (MIT Press) will bring you
to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you
try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Consuming Power: A Social
History of American Energies (MIT Press) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Malcolm Thurmond:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Consuming Power: A Social History of American
Energies (MIT Press) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the
idea about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
learn it. Beside that the book Consuming Power: A Social History of American Energies (MIT Press) can to
be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their
time.
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