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The “woman question,” this book asserts, is a Western one, and not a proper lens for viewing African
society. A work that rethinks gender as a Western construction, The Invention of Women offers a new way of
understanding both Yoruban and Western cultures. Author Oyeronke Oyewumi reveals an ideology of
biological determinism at the heart of Western social categories-the idea that biology provides the rationale
for organizing the social world. And yet, she writes, the concept of “woman,” central to this ideology and to
Western gender discourses, simply did not exist in Yorubaland, where the body was not the basis of social
roles. 

Oyewumi traces the misapplication of Western, body-oriented concepts of gender through the history of
gender discourses in Yoruba studies. Her analysis shows the paradoxical nature of two fundamental
assumptions of feminist theory: that gender is socially constructed and that the subordination of women is
universal. The Invention of Women demonstrates, to the contrary, that gender was not constructed in old
Yoruba society, and that social organization was determined by relative age. 

A meticulous historical and epistemological account of an African culture on its own terms, this book makes
a persuasive argument for a cultural, context-dependent interpretation of social reality. It calls for a
reconception of gender discourse and the categories on which such study relies. More than that, the book lays
bare the hidden assumptions in the ways these different cultures think. A truly comparative sociology of an
African culture and the Western tradition, it will change the way African studies and gender studies
proceed.  
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Roth:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Invention Of Women: Making An African Sense Of Western
Gender Discourses. Try to face the book Invention Of Women: Making An African Sense Of Western
Gender Discourses as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Randall Blake:

The book Invention Of Women: Making An African Sense Of Western Gender Discourses can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
best thing like a book Invention Of Women: Making An African Sense Of Western Gender Discourses? A
number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many details for
us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you
take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Invention Of Women:
Making An African Sense Of Western Gender Discourses has simple shape but you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

John Vandorn:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important normally. The book Invention Of Women: Making An African Sense
Of Western Gender Discourses has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you
can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Invention Of Women: Making An
African Sense Of Western Gender Discourses is not only giving you considerably more new information but
also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to
make relationship with the book Invention Of Women: Making An African Sense Of Western Gender
Discourses. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Rick Braden:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
every day to reading a book. The book Invention Of Women: Making An African Sense Of Western Gender



Discourses it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy
the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly
but this book offers high quality.
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