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The Chernobyl disaster has been variously ascribed to human error, reactor design flaws, and industry
mismanagement. Six former Chernobyl employees were convicted of criminal negligence; they defended
themselves by pointing to reactor design issues. Other observers blamed the Soviet style of ideologically
driven economic and industrial management. In Producing Power, Sonja Schmid draws on interviews with
veterans of the Soviet nuclear industry and extensive research in Russian archives as she examines these
alternate accounts. Rather than pursue one "definitive" explanation, she investigates how each of these
narratives makes sense in its own way and demonstrates that each implies adherence to a particular set of
ideas -- about high-risk technologies, human-machine interactions, organizational methods for ensuring
safety and productivity, and even about the legitimacy of the Soviet state. She also shows how these attitudes
shaped, and were shaped by, the Soviet nuclear industry from its very beginnings.Schmid explains that
Soviet experts established nuclear power as a driving force of social, not just technical, progress. She
examines the Soviet nuclear industry's dual origins in weapons and electrification programs, and she traces
the emergence of nuclear power experts as a professional community. Schmid also fundamentally reassesses
the design choices for nuclear power reactors in the shadow of the Cold War's arms race. Schmid's account
helps us understand how and why a complex sociotechnical system broke down. Chernobyl, while unique
and specific to the Soviet experience, can also provide valuable lessons for contemporary nuclear projects.
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From reader reviews:

Randy North:

This Producing Power: The Pre-Chernobyl History of the Soviet Nuclear Industry (Inside Technology)
usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this
Producing Power: The Pre-Chernobyl History of the Soviet Nuclear Industry (Inside Technology) can be one
of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you
actually with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside
that this Producing Power: The Pre-Chernobyl History of the Soviet Nuclear Industry (Inside Technology)
giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that
we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Melissa Conner:

This Producing Power: The Pre-Chernobyl History of the Soviet Nuclear Industry (Inside Technology) is
great book for you because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world
and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great organize
word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole
info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Producing Power: The Pre-Chernobyl History of the Soviet Nuclear Industry
(Inside Technology) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can
say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that.
So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Cary Freeman:

Beside this Producing Power: The Pre-Chernobyl History of the Soviet Nuclear Industry (Inside Technology)
in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and
the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Producing Power: The Pre-Chernobyl History of the
Soviet Nuclear Industry (Inside Technology) because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from right now!

Jacquelynn Laverty:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Producing Power: The Pre-Chernobyl History of
the Soviet Nuclear Industry (Inside Technology) can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you



know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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