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Histories of the USSR during World War II generally portray the Kremlin's restoration of the Russian
Orthodox Church as an attempt by an ideologically bankrupt regime to appeal to Russian nationalism in
order to counter the mortal threat of Nazism. Here, Steven Merritt Miner argues that this version of events,
while not wholly untrue, is incomplete. Using newly opened Soviet-era archives as well as neglected British
and American sources, he examines the complex and profound role of religion, especially Russian
Orthodoxy, in the policies of Stalin's government during World War II.

Miner demonstrates that Stalin decided to restore the Church to prominence not primarily as a means to stoke
the fires of Russian nationalism but as a tool for restoring Soviet power to areas that the Red Army recovered
from German occupation. The Kremlin also harnessed the Church for propaganda campaigns aimed at
convincing the Western Allies that the USSR, far from being a source of religious repression, was a bastion
of religious freedom. In his conclusion, Miner explores how Stalin's religious policy helped shape the
postwar history of the USSR.
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From reader reviews:

Miles Towles:

This Stalin's Holy War: Religion, Nationalism, and Alliance Politics, 1941-1945 book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific Stalin's Holy War: Religion, Nationalism, and
Alliance Politics, 1941-1945 without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering
and analyzing. Don't become worry Stalin's Holy War: Religion, Nationalism, and Alliance Politics, 1941-
1945 can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because
you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Stalin's Holy War: Religion, Nationalism,
and Alliance Politics, 1941-1945 having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly
feel uninterested in reading.

Perla Baxter:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Stalin's Holy War: Religion,
Nationalism, and Alliance Politics, 1941-1945 that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as
your good habit, you can pick Stalin's Holy War: Religion, Nationalism, and Alliance Politics, 1941-1945
become your starter.

Joseph Nixon:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Stalin's Holy War: Religion, Nationalism, and Alliance Politics, 1941-1945 will give you new
experience in studying a book.

Jennifer Pittman:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the top
list in your reading list is actually Stalin's Holy War: Religion, Nationalism, and Alliance Politics, 1941-



1945. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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