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In early 1840, abolitionists founded the Liberty Party as apolitical outlet for their antislavery beliefs. A mere
eight years later, bolstered by the increasing slavery debate and growing sectional conflict, the party had
grown to challenge the two mainstream political factionsin many areas. In The Liberty Party, 1840-1848,
Reinhard O. Johnson provides the first comprehensive history of this short-lived but important third party,
detailing how it helped to bring the antislavery movement to the forefront of American politics and became
the central institutional vehiclein the fight against the “peculiar institution.”

Asthe magjor instrument of antislavery sentiment, the Liberty organization was more than a political party
and included not only eligible voters but a so disfranchised African Americans and women. Most party
members held evangelical beliefs, and as Johnson relates, an intense religiosity permeated most of the
group’ s activities. At least eight U.S. senators, eighteen members of the House of Representatives, five state
governors, and two justices of the Supreme Court were among the many Liberty Party members with
distinguished careersin the public and private sectors. Though most early Liberty supporters came from the
Whig Party, an increasing number of former Democrats joined the party as it matured.

Johnson discusses the Liberty Party’ s founding and its national growth through the presidential election of
1844; its struggles to define itself amid serious internal disagreements over philosophy, strategy, and tactics
in the ensuing years; and the reasons behind its decline and merger into the Free Soil coalition in 1848. Since
most Liberty Party activities occurred at the state level, Johnson treats the history of each state party in
considerable detail, demonstrating how the party developed differently state by state and illustrating how
these differences blended with the national view of the party.

Informative appendices include statewide results for all presidential and gubernatorial elections between
1840 and 1848, the Liberty Party’s 1844 platform, and short biographies of every Liberty member mentioned
in the main text of the book. Epic in scope and encyclopedic in detail, The Liberty Party, 1840-1848 will
serve as an invaluable reference for anyone interested in nineteenth-century American politics.
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From reader reviews:
Bobbi Gonzales:

The book The Liberty Party, 1840-1848: Antidlavery Third-Party Politicsin the United States (Antislavery,
Abolition, and the Atlantic World) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize to make your
capable alot moreincrease. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem
with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Liberty Party, 1840-1848: Antislavery Third-Party
Politicsin the United States (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) for being your habit, you can
get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about afew or all subjects.
Y ou may know everything if you like available and read a book The Liberty Party, 1840-1848: Antislavery
Third-Party Politicsin the United States (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Christine Erhart:

The reason why? Because this The Liberty Party, 1840-1848: Antislavery Third-Party Politics in the United
States (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to
it was fantastic author who €lse write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of benefits
than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So ,
still want to postpone having that book? If | have been you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Mario Curtin:

The book untitled The Liberty Party, 1840-1848: Antislavery Third-Party Politicsin the United States
(Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) contain alot of information on the item. The writer explains
her idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry,
you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new
time of literary works. Y ou can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or model, so
you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you
can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.

Tom Salgado:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
guestion was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So
you know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou have to know that reading
isvery important and also book as to be the matter. Book isimportant thing to increase you knowledge,



except your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update in relation to something by
book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra The Liberty Party,
1840-1848: Antidavery Third-Party Palitics in the United States (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic
World).
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