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The pervasive and unrestrained use of obscenity has long been acknowledged as a major feature of fifth-
century Attic Comedy; no other Western art form relies so heavily on the sexual and scatological dimensions
of language. This acclaimed book, now in a new edition, offers both a comprehensive discussion of the
dynamics of Greek obscenity and a detailed commentary on the terminology itself.

After contrasting the peculiar characteristics of the Greek notion of obscenity to modern-day ideas,
Henderson discusses obscenity's role in the development of Attic Comedy, its historical origins, varieties,
and dramatic function. His analysis of obscene terminology sheds new light on Greek culture, and his
discussion of Greek homosexuality offers arefreshing corrective to the idealized Platonic view. He also
looksin detail at the part obscenity playsin each of Aristophanes eleven surviving plays. The latter part of
the book identifies all the obscene terminology found in the extant examples of Attic Comedy, both complete
plays and fragments. Although these terminological entries are arranged in numbered paragraphs resembling
aglossary, they can also be read as independent essays on the various aspects of comic obscenity. Terms are
explained as they occur in each individual context and in relation to typologically similar terminology. With
newly corrected and updated philological material, this second edition of Maculate Muse will serve as an
invaluable reference work for the study of Greek drama.
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From reader reviews:
Merideth Davis:

This book untitled The Maculate Muse: Obscene Language in Attic Comedy to be one of several booksin
which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit upon it.
Y ou will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your
list.

David Nester:

The reason? Because this The Maculate Muse: Obscene Language in Attic Comedy is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes
the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So,
it isgood for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent
book will give you alot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your talent and
your critical thinking technique. So, still want to hold off having that book? If | have been you | will go to
the guide store hurriedly.

Donna Feuerstein:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide The Maculate Muse: Obscene Language in Attic Comedy was filled with
regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a
book, you can feel enjoy to read areserve. In the modern eralike right now, many waysto get book you
wanted.

Merle Poteet:

As astudent exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personaly. Aswe
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Maculate Muse: Obscene Language in Attic Comedy can make you experience more
interested to read.
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