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Whether tall office buildings, high-rise apartments, or lofty hotels, skyscrapers have been stars in American
cinema since the silent era. Cinema’s tall buildings have been variously represented as unbridled aspiration,
dens of iniquity and eroticism, beacons of democracy, and well-oiled corporate machines. Considering their
intriguing diversity, Merrill Schleier establishes and explains the impact of actual skyscrapers on America’s
ideologies about work, leisure, romance, sexual identity, and politics as seen in Hollywood movies.

Schleier analyzes cinematic works in which skyscrapers are an integral component, interpreting the
iconography and spatial practices in these often fictional modern buildings, especially on concepts of gender.
Organized chronologically and thematically, she offers close readings of films including Safety Last,
Skyscraper Souls, Wife vs. Secretary, Baby Face, The Fountainhead, and Desk Set. Opening with the
humorous antics of Harold Lloyd, the premier skyscraper actor of the silent era, the book moves through the
disillusionment of the Depression era, in which skyscrapers are employed as players in moralistic, class-
conscious stories, to post–World War II and its reimagining of American political and economic values and
ends with the complicated prosperity of the 1950s and the lives of white-collar workers and their spouses.

Taking inspiration from Walter Benjamin’s Arcades Project, among works of other critical theorists,
Schleier creates in this book a model for understanding architecture as a purveyor of desire and class values
and, ultimately, contributes broadly to thinking on the rich intersection of the built environment, cinema, and
gender.
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From reader reviews:

Don Gonzales:

In other case, little folks like to read book Skyscraper Cinema: Architecture and Gender in American Film.
You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important
any book Skyscraper Cinema: Architecture and Gender in American Film. You can add know-how and of
course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet unit. It is
called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Anne Bonk:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been ride
on and with addition info. Even you love Skyscraper Cinema: Architecture and Gender in American Film,
you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is
it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.

Fred Martinez:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Skyscraper Cinema: Architecture and
Gender in American Film or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes Skyscraper Cinema: Architecture and Gender in American Film to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Melvin Robinson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for
the Skyscraper Cinema: Architecture and Gender in American Film when you required it?
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