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Young, Gifted, and Black is a unique joint effort by three leading African-American scholars to radically
reframe the debates swirling around the achievement of African-American students in school.

In three separate but allied essays, Theresa Perry, Claude Steele, and Asa Hilliard place students' social
identity as African-Americans at the very center of the discussion. They all argue that the unique social and
cultural position Black students occupy, in a society which often devalues and stereotypes African American
identity, fundamentally shapes students' experience of school and sets up unique obstacles. And they all
argue that a proper understanding of the forces at work can lead to practical, powerful methods for
promoting high achievement at all levels.

Theresa Perry argues that African-American students face dilemmas, founded in the experience of race and
ethnicity in America, that make the task of achievement distinctive and difficult. (For instance: "How do I
commit myself to achieve, to work hard over time in school, if I cannot predict when or under what
circumstances this hard work will be acknowledged and recognized?") She uncovers a rich and powerful
African- American philosophy of education, historically forged against such obstacles and capable of
addressing them, by reading African-American narratives from Frederick Douglass to Maya Angelou. She
carefully critiques the most popular theoretical explanations for group differences in achievement. And she
lays out how educators today-in a postcivil rights era-can draw on theory and on the historical power of the
African-American philosophy and tradition of education to reorganize the school experience of African-
American students.

Claude Steele reports stunningly clear empirical psychological evidence that when Black students believe
they are being judged as members of a stereotyped group rather than as individuals, they do worse on tests.
He finds the mechanism, which he calls "stereotype threat," to be a quite general one, affecting women's
performance in mathematics, for instance, where stereotypes about gender operate. He analyzes the subtle
psychology of stereotype threat and reflects on the broad implications of his research for education,
suggesting techniques-based again on evidence from controlled psychological experiments-that teachers and
mentors and schools can use to counter stereotype threat's powerful effect.

Asa Hilliard's ends essay, against a variety of false theories and misguided views of African American
achievement, and focuses on actual schools and programs and teachers around the country that allow
African-American students achieve at high levels, describing what they are like and what makes them work.

Young, Gifted, and Black will change the way we think and talk about African American student
achievement and will be necessary reading on this topic for years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Aldridge:

This Young, Gifted and Black: Promoting High Achievement among African-American Students book is not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a
lot of information you will get. This kind of Young, Gifted and Black: Promoting High Achievement among
African-American Students without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Young, Gifted and Black: Promoting High
Achievement among African-American Students can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Young,
Gifted and Black: Promoting High Achievement among African-American Students having excellent
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Michael Trejo:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Young, Gifted and Black: Promoting High Achievement among African-
American Students book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here
are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer involving Young, Gifted and Black: Promoting High Achievement among
African-American Students content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the information but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now
thinking Young, Gifted and Black: Promoting High Achievement among African-American Students is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Ena Clark:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day
long to reading a publication. The book Young, Gifted and Black: Promoting High Achievement among
African-American Students it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this
book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you
can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not
very costly but this book has high quality.

Jessie Davis:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book



store? Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by
its protect may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing
that fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Young, Gifted and Black:
Promoting High Achievement among African-American Students why because the fantastic cover that make
you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic
as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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