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Through readings of iconic figures such as the cannibal, the child, the alien, and the posthuman, Gabriele
Schwab unpacks literary explorations at the boundaries of the human. Treating literature as a dynamic
process that “writes culture,” makes the abstract particular and local, and situates us within the world, she
pioneers a compelling approach to analyzing literary texts and their production of meaning, knowledge, and
society.

Schwab’s interdisciplinary study draws on anthropology, philosophy, critical theory, and psychoanalysis to
trace literature’s profound impact on the cultural imaginary. Following a new interpretation of Derrida’s and
Levi-Strauss’s famous controversy over the indigenous Nambikwara, Schwab develops readings of
imaginary encounters between east and west in the novels of Pearl S. Buck, Italo Calvino’s Invisible Cities,
and Ulrike Ottinger’s film Johanna d’Arc of Mongolia (1989). She examines the portrayal of sexual capture
and cannibalism in Juan José Saer’s The Witness and Marianne Wiggins’ John Dollar; the anxiety over the
fate of children in Richard Powers’ futuristic Operation Wandering Soul; the representation of personhood,
agency, and power in Octavia Butler’s Xenogenesis; and the fascination with primitivism and the cultural
other in Franz Kafka’s “The Wish to Be a Red Indian,” and Leslie Marmon Silko’s “Yellow Woman.”
Schwab concludes with an exploration of discourses on the posthuman, using Samuel Beckett’s “The Lost
Ones” and its imagining of a future lived under the conditions of minimal life. Consulting a wide range of
critical theories, Schwab engages the productive intersections between literary studies and anthropology and
remakes our understanding of the power of literature to shape culture, subjectivity, and life.
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From reader reviews:

Shay Price:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important normally. The book Imaginary Ethnographies: Literature, Culture, and
Subjectivity has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Imaginary Ethnographies: Literature,
Culture, and Subjectivity is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when
you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the
book Imaginary Ethnographies: Literature, Culture, and Subjectivity. You never truly feel lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Gregory Polster:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can
spent all day long to reading a guide. The book Imaginary Ethnographies: Literature, Culture, and
Subjectivity it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-
book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
has high quality.

Elisa Dumont:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Imaginary Ethnographies: Literature,
Culture, and Subjectivity that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to
start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Imaginary Ethnographies: Literature, Culture, and
Subjectivity become your own personal starter.

Virginia Kang:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or
real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see



colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Imaginary Ethnographies: Literature, Culture, and Subjectivity can
make you truly feel more interested to read.
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