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In this book Arturo Almandoz places the major episodes of Latin America’s twentieth and early twenty-first
century urban history within the changing relationship between industrialization and urbanization,
modernization and development. This relationship began in the early twentieth century, when
industrialization and urbanization became significant in the region, and ends at the beginning of the twenty-
first century, when new tensions between liberal globalization and populist nationalism challenge
development in the subcontinent, much of which is still poverty stricken.

Latin America’s twentieth-century modernization and development are closely related to nineteenth-century
ideals of progress and civilization, and for this reason Almandoz opens with a brief review of that legacy for
the different countries that are the focus of his book – Mexico, Chile, Brazil, Argentina and Venezuela – but
with references to others.

He then explores the regional distortions, which resulted from the interaction between industrialization and
urbanization, and how the imbalance between urbanization and the productive system helps to explain why
‘take-off’ was not followed by the ‘drive to maturity’ in Latin American countries. He suggests that the close
yet troublesome relationship with the United States, the recurrence of dictatorships and autocratic regimes,
and Marxist influences in many domains, are all factors that explain Latin America’s stagnation and
underdevelopment up to the so-called ‘lost decade’ of 1980s.

He shows how Latin America’s fate changed in the late twentieth and early twenty-first century, when
neoliberal programmes, political compromise and constitutional reform dismantled the traditional model of
the corporate state and centralized planning. He reveals how economic growth and social improvements have
been attained by politically left-wing yet economically open-market countries while others have resumed
populism and state intervention. All these trends make up the complex scenario for the new century –
especially when considered against the background of vibrant metropolises that are the main actors in the
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Richards:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Modernization,
Urbanization and Development in Latin America, 1900s - 2000s (Planning, History and Environment
Series)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Janice Oconnell:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one having
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Modernization, Urbanization and
Development in Latin America, 1900s - 2000s (Planning, History and Environment Series) is kind of guide
which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Roberto Garcia:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is Modernization, Urbanization and Development in Latin America, 1900s - 2000s (Planning, History and
Environment Series).

Houston Estes:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book Modernization,
Urbanization and Development in Latin America, 1900s - 2000s (Planning, History and Environment
Series). You can include your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can
bring you from one destination to other place.
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