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Sometime toward the middle of the twelfth century, it is supposed, an otherwise obscure figure, born a Jew
in Cologne and later ordained as a priest in Cappenberg in Westphalia, wrote a Latin account of his
conversion to Christianity. Known as the Opusculum, this book purportedly by "Herman, the former Jew"
may well be the first autobiography to be written in the West after the Confessions of Saint Augustine. It
may also be something else entirely.

In The Conversion of Herman the Jew the eminent French historian Jean-Claude Schmitt examines this
singular text and the ways in which it has divided its readers. Where some have seen it as an authentic
conversion narrative, others have asked whether it is not a complete fabrication forged by Christian clerics.
For Schmitt the question is poorly posed. The work is at once true and fictional, and the search for itslone
author—whether converted Jew or not—fruitless. Herman may well have existed and contributed to the
writing of hislife, but the Opusculumis a collective work, perhaps framed to meet a specific institutional
agenda.

With agility and erudition, Schmitt examines the text to explore its meaning within the society and culture of
its period and its participation in both a Christian and Jewish imaginary. What can it tell us about
autobiography and subjectivity, about the function of dreams and the legitimacy of religious images, about
individual and collective conversion, and about names and identities? In The Conversion of Herman the Jew
Schmitt masterfully seizes upon the debates surrounding the Opusculum (the text of which is newly
trandated for this volume) to ponder more fundamentally the ways in which historians think and write.
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From reader reviews:
Maurice Miller:

Now aday those who Living in the erajust where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resourcesin it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Conversion of Herman the Jew:
Autobiography, History, and Fiction in the Twelfth Century (The Middle Ages Series) book because this
book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no
doubt in it everbody knows.

Angela Smith:

The publication with title The Conversion of Herman the Jew: Autobiography, History, and Fiction in the
Twelfth Century (The Middle Ages Series) posesses alot of information that you can find out it. Y ou can get
alot of profit after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world currently. That isimportant to yo7u to learn how the improvement of
the world. Thiskind of book will bring you in new era of the globalization. Y ou can read the e-book with
your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Dustin Davis:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have
read is definitely The Conversion of Herman the Jew: Autobiography, History, and Fiction in the Twelfth
Century (The Middle Ages Series).

Mary Fleeman:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This The Conversion of Herman the Jew:
Autobiography, History, and Fiction in the Twelfth Century (The Middle Ages Series) is simple to develop
you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save the book in your
smart phone. And so there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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