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China's giant project in social engineering has drawn worldwide attention, both because of its coercive
enforcement of strict birth limits, and because of the striking changes that have occurred in China's
population: one of the fastest fertility declines in modern history and a gender gap among infants that is the
highest in the world. These changes have contributed to an imminent crisis of social security for a rapidly
aging population, provoking concern in China and abroad. What political processes underlie these population
shifts? What is the political significance of population policy for the PRC regime, the Chinese people, and
China's place in the world?

The book documents the gradual "governmentalization" of China's population after 1949, a remarkable
buildup of capacity for governance by the regime, the professions, and individuals. Since the turn of the
millennium the regime has initiated a drastic shift from "hard" Leninist methods of birth planning toward
"soft" neoliberal approaches involving indirect regulation by the state and self-regulation by citizens
themselves. Population policy, once a lagging sector in China's transition from communism, is now helping
lead the country toward more modern and internationally accepted forms of governance. Governing China's
Population tells the story of these shifts, from the perspectives of both regime and society, based on internal
documents, long-term fieldwork, and interviews with a wide range of actors—policymakers and
implementers, propagandists and critics, compliers and resisters.

This study also illuminates the far-reaching consequences for China's society and politics of deep state
intrusion in individual reproduction. Like Mao's Great Leap Forward, Deng's one-child policy has created
vast social suffering and human trauma. Yet power over population has also been positive and productive,
promoting China's global rise by creating new kinds of "quality" persons equipped to succeed in the world
economy. Politically, the PRC's population project has strengthened the regime and created a whole new
field of biopolitics centering on the production and cultivation of life itself.

Drawing on approaches from political science and anthropology that are rarely combined, this book develops
a new kind of interdisciplinary inquiry that expands the domain of the political in provocative ways. The
book provides fresh answers to broad questions about China's Leninist transition, regime capacity, "science"
and "democracy," and the changing shape of Chinese modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Daisy Richardson:

Governing China's Population: From Leninist to Neoliberal Biopolitics can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Governing China's Population: From Leninist to Neoliberal Biopolitics however
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe
you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
thinking.

Michael Chapman:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer might be Governing China's Population: From Leninist to Neoliberal Biopolitics why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

Na Urquhart:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find book that need
more time to be learn. Governing China's Population: From Leninist to Neoliberal Biopolitics can be your
answer because it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Peter Landon:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Governing China's Population:
From Leninist to Neoliberal Biopolitics can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these textbooks have than the others?
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