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The offertory has played a crucial role in recent vigorous debates about the origins of Gregorian chant. Its
elaborate solo verses are among the most splendid of chant melodies, yet the verses ceased to be performed
in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, making them among the least known and studied members of the
repertory. Rebecca Maloy now offers the first comprehensive investigation of the offertory, drawing upon its
music, texts, and liturgical history to shed new light on its origins and chronology. Maloy addresses issues
that are at the very heart of chant scholarship, such as the relationship between the Gregorian and Old Roman
melodies, the nature of oral transmission, the presence of non-Roman pieces in the Gregorian repertory, and
the influence of theoretical thought on the transmission of the melodies.
Although the Old Roman chant versions were not recorded in writing until the eleventh century, it has long
been assumed that they closely reflect the eighth-century state of the melodies. Maloy illustrates, however,
that rather than preserving a pristine earlier version of the melodies, the prolonged period of oral
transmission from the eighth to the eleventh centuries instead enforced a formulaic trend. Demonstrating that
certain musical and textual traits of the offertory are distributed in distinct patterns by liturgical season, she
outlines new chronological layers within the repertory, and along the way, explores the presence and
implications of foreign imports into the Roman and Gregorian repertories. Carefully weighing questions
surrounding the origins of elaborate verse melodies, Maloy deftly establishes that these melodies reached
their final form at a relatively late date.
Available for the first time as a complete critical edition, ninety-four Gregorian and Old Roman offertories
are presented on a companion website in transcriptions which readers can view side-by-side. The book also
provides music examples and essays that elucidate these transcriptions with significant insights into their
similarities and differences. Inside the Offertory will be an important and longstanding resource for all
students and scholars of early liturgical music, as well as performers of early music and medievalists
interested in music.
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From reader reviews:

Tanisha Goss:

This Inside the Offertory: Aspects of Chronology and Transmission book is not really ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of Inside the Offertory: Aspects of Chronology and Transmission without
we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become
worry Inside the Offertory: Aspects of Chronology and Transmission can bring once you are and not make
your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
telephone. This Inside the Offertory: Aspects of Chronology and Transmission having good arrangement in
word as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

William Troutt:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover
may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while
fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Inside the Offertory: Aspects of
Chronology and Transmission why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will
not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Mathew Jones:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Inside the Offertory: Aspects of Chronology and
Transmission was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Inside the
Offertory: Aspects of Chronology and Transmission has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character
on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and
chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.

Kari Hughes:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update
of news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just trying to find the Inside the Offertory: Aspects of Chronology and Transmission when
you necessary it?
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