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In Last Looks, Last Books, the eminent critic Helen Vendler examines the ways in which five great modern
American poets, writing their final books, try to find a style that does justice to life and death alike. With
traditional religious consolations no longer available to them, these poets must invent new ways to express
the crisis of death, as well as the paradoxical coexistence of a declining body and an undiminished
consciousness. In The Rock, Wallace Stevens writes simultaneous narratives of winter and spring; in Ariel,
Sylvia Plath sustains melodrama in cool formality; and in Day by Day, Robert Lowell subtracts from
plenitude. In Geography III, Elizabeth Bishop is both caught and freed, while James Merrill, in A Scattering
of Salts, creates a series of self-portraits as he dies, representing himself by such things as a Christmas tree,
human tissue on a laboratory slide, and the evening/morning star. The solution for one poet will not serve for
another; each must invent a bridge from an old style to a new one. Casting a last look at life as they
contemplate death, these modern writers enrich the resources of lyric poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Wax:

The ability that you get from Last Looks, Last Books: Stevens, Plath, Lowell, Bishop, Merrill (The A. W.
Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) is the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words
the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Last
Looks, Last Books: Stevens, Plath, Lowell, Bishop, Merrill (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts)
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can
go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of Last
Looks, Last Books: Stevens, Plath, Lowell, Bishop, Merrill (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts)
instantly.

Patrick Perkins:

The book untitled Last Looks, Last Books: Stevens, Plath, Lowell, Bishop, Merrill (The A. W. Mellon
Lectures in the Fine Arts) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can
easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary
works. You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you
can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their
official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Lucy Fletcher:

Beside this kind of Last Looks, Last Books: Stevens, Plath, Lowell, Bishop, Merrill (The A. W. Mellon
Lectures in the Fine Arts) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge
or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be
worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Last Looks, Last
Books: Stevens, Plath, Lowell, Bishop, Merrill (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's about.
Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it
from now!

Shawn McDonald:

You may get this Last Looks, Last Books: Stevens, Plath, Lowell, Bishop, Merrill (The A. W. Mellon
Lectures in the Fine Arts) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly
to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only



simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era
similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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