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The team behind the New York Times bestseller The Book of General Ignorance turns conventional
biography on its head—and shakes out the good stuff.
 
Following their Herculean—or is it Sisyphean?—efforts to save the living from ignorance, the two wittiest
Johns in the English language turn their attention to the dead.
 
As the authors themselves say, “The first thing that strikes you about the Dead is just how many of them
there are.” Helpfully, Lloyd and Mitchinson have employed a simple—but ruthless—criterion for inclusion:
the dead person has to be interesting.
 
Here, then, is a dictionary of the dead, an encyclopedia of the embalmed. Ludicrous in scope, whimsical in
its arrangement, this wildly entertaining tome presents pithy and provocative biographies of the no-longer-
living from the famous to the undeservedly and—until now—permanently obscure. Spades in hand, Lloyd
and Mitchinson have dug up everything embarrassing, fascinating, and downright weird about their subjects’
lives and added their own uniquely irreverent observations.
 
Organized by capricious categories—such as dead people who died virgins, who kept pet monkeys, who lost
limbs, whose corpses refused to stay put—the dearly departed, from the inventor of the stove to a cross-
dressing, bear-baiting female gangster finally receive the epitaphs they truly deserve.
 
Discover:

* Why Freud had a lifelong fear of trains
* The one thing that really made Isaac Newton laugh
* How Catherine the Great really died (no horse was involved)
 
Much like the country doctor who cured smallpox (he’s in here), Lloyd and Mitchinson have the perfect
antidote for anyone out there dying of boredom. The Book of the Dead—like life itself—is hilarious, tragic,
bizarre, and amazing. You may never pass a graveyard again without chuckling.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Cluck:

The book The Book of the Dead: Lives of the Justly Famous and the Undeservedly Obscure can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a
good thing like a book The Book of the Dead: Lives of the Justly Famous and the Undeservedly Obscure? A
few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are
able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Book of the Dead: Lives of the Justly
Famous and the Undeservedly Obscure has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Jim May:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want truly feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the The Book
of the Dead: Lives of the Justly Famous and the Undeservedly Obscure is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

Lily Tarver:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Book of the Dead: Lives of the Justly
Famous and the Undeservedly Obscure as the daily resource information.

Gary Collis:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The The Book of the Dead: Lives of the Justly Famous and the Undeservedly Obscure
provide you with new experience in reading through a book.
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