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The story of a rope, a symbol, and rough justice in America.

The hangman’s knot is a simple thing to tie, just a rope carefully coiled around itself up to thirteen times. But
in those thirteen turns lie a powerful symbol, one that is all too deeply connected to America’s past—and
present.
The last man to be hanged in the United States was Billy Bailey, who was executed in Delaware in 1996 for
committing a double murder. Even today, hanging is still legal, in certain situations, in New Hampshire and
Washington. And the noose remains a potent cultural symbol. An incident in Jena, Louisiana, in 2006, in
which nooses were used to menace black students, made national news. Yet little has changed: according to
author Jack Shuler, there have been nearly 100 “noose incidents” just in the last two years.

The Thirteenth Turn unravels these stories, from Judas Iscariot, perhaps the most infamous hanged man, to
the killing of Perry Smith and Richard Hickock, the murderers at the heart of Truman Capote’s In Cold
Blood, and beyond. In his travels across America, Shuler traces the evolution of this dark practice. As he
investigates the death of John Brown, or the 1930 lynching that inspired the song “Strange Fruit,” he finds
that the very places that perpetrated these acts now seek to forget them.

Shuler’s account is a kind of shadow history of America: a reminder that vigilantes and hangmen play a
crucial role in our national story. The Thirteenth Turn is a courageous and searching book that reminds us
where we come from, and what is lost if we forget.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Glover:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a publication. The book The Thirteenth Turn: A History of the Noose it is rather good to read. There
are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did
not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this
book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Christine Kaufman:

Why? Because this The Thirteenth Turn: A History of the Noose is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to
it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Denise Church:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Thirteenth Turn: A History
of the Noose that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all
over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It
can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to
always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick
The Thirteenth Turn: A History of the Noose become your own personal starter.

Luciana Findley:

Beside this particular The Thirteenth Turn: A History of the Noose in your phone, it could possibly give you
a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is
fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is
good thing to have The Thirteenth Turn: A History of the Noose because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book



along with read it from now!
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