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The development discourse has long been dominated by best practices prescriptions for reform, but these are
not a useful way of responding to the governance ambiguities of the early 21st century. Working with the
Grain draws on both innovative scholarship and Brian Levy's quarter century of experience at the World
Bank to lay out an alternative-a practical, analytically grounded, "with-the-grain" approach to reducing
poverty and addressing weaknesses in governance.

Best practice prescriptions confuse the goals of development with the journey of getting from here to there.
A strong rule of law, capable and accountable governments, and a flexible, level playing field business
environment are indeed desirable end points. But the ability to describe well-governed states does not
conjure them into existence. If the only available actions are all or nothing, then efforts at change will almost
certainly fall short, leading to disillusion and despair.

By contrast, this book takes as its point of departure the realities of a country's economy, polity and society,
and directs attention towards the challenges of initiating and sustaining forward development momentum.
The book:

-- distinguishes among four broad groups of countries, according to whether polities are dominant or
competitive, and whether institutions are personalized or impersonal
-- identifies alternative options for governance and policy reform-top down options which endeavor to
strengthen formal institutions, and options supporting the emergence of "islands of effectiveness"
-- explores how to identify entry points for change where there is a good fit between divergent country
contexts and alternative options for reform.

Sometimes the binding constraint to forward movement can be institutional, making governance reform the
priority; at other times, the priority can better be on inclusive growth. Taking the decade-or-so time horizon
of practitioners, the aim is to nudge things along-seeking gains that initially may seem quite modest but
sometimes can give rise to a cascading sequence of change for the better.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Rowe:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Working with the Grain: Integrating Governance and Growth in
Development Strategies book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge
that want to supply to you. The writer connected with Working with the Grain: Integrating Governance and
Growth in Development Strategies content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking Working with the Grain: Integrating Governance and Growth in Development
Strategies is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Robert Prather:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any
time those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Working with the Grain: Integrating Governance and
Growth in Development Strategies as the daily resource information.

Latasha Hisle:

The book with title Working with the Grain: Integrating Governance and Growth in Development Strategies
has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This
particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of
the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will
bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
that anywhere you want.

Roman Morris:

You can get this Working with the Grain: Integrating Governance and Growth in Development Strategies by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if
you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or
printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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